RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
declaration that he believed the doctrines of the Church of England, on his admission to a Fellowship ten years before.    As he did not do so now, he thought it was his duty to resign his Fellowship.    This action hastened the abolition of religious tests in the College,  for in the following year the motion " That the Master and Seniors take such action as may be necessary in order to repeal all religious restrictions on the election and conditions of tenure of fellowships at present contained in the Statutes ", was passed by the requisite two-thirds majority of the Fellows.   The College did all in its power to retain him at Trinity :  they elected him to a Lectureship in Moral and Political Science and also to an Honorary Fellowship. After the passing of new Statutes in 1882 he was re-elected to an ordinary Fellowship.    He was one of the most brilliant talkers of his time.    Lord Bryce said his talk " was like the sparkling of a brook whose ripples seem to give out sunshine".1   I should think he was, in the opinion of most people, the most brilliant in Cambridge, and Leslie Stephen brackets him with the very eminent mathematician H. J. S. Smith, who was a Professor of that subject at Oxford, and whose epigrams for many years delighted many people.    One of them was about an editor of the scientific journal, Nature, who was sometimes accused of being cocksure about many things :  it was, " X fails to recognise the difference between the Author and Editor of Nature ".
Sidgwick had a slight stutter which, whether by accident
or design, became much more pronounced just before the
point he was about to make ;  this brought the point out,
as it were, with a bang and made it much more effective.
He often took part in discussions at meetings of the Fellows
1 Henry Sidgwick, p. 319.
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